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► Buffalo 
Bills, NYS, Erie 
County an-
nounce start of 
construction on 
state-of-the-art 
football stadium
Buffalo Bills stadium render-
ing designed by the Bills in 
conjunction with Legends 
and the architectural fi rm 
Populous // provided by 
the Offi ce of Gov. Kathy 
Hochul.

► Town of Ni-
agara’s ‘Music 
Mania Mon-
days’ continues 
to grow

► KeyBank 
volunteers 
across WNY 
on ‘Neighbors 
Make the Differ-
ence Day’

► Rainbow 
City Pride’ is all-
day Pride event 
in Niagara Falls

► Photos: 
‘Lewiston Land-
ing’ sign un-
veiled

► Castellani 
Art Museum cel-
ebrates its sum-
mer exhibitions 
with reception

► Seneca 
Niagara Resort 
& Casino to 
welcome Brad 
Paisley, The 
Machine this 
August

► An ‘Idol’ at 
Artpark: Lauren 
Daigle to bring 
joy to Lewiston

In print and online, we 
are your No. 1 source 

for local news
Niagara Frontier 
Publications and 

www.wnypapers.com

Heart, Love & Soul opens new community garden
Heart, Love & Soul in Niagara 

Falls marked 40 years of serving 
those in need with a grand-opening 
of its new community garden and 
mural on June 8.

The nonprofi t group said in its 
news release “the new garden 
serves as a symbol of growth, heal-
ing and empowerment, offering a 
tranquil and nurturing space for 
individuals to fi nd solace, engage 
in therapeutic activities and learn 
about sustainable gardening prac-
tices.”

The therapeutic garden was com-
pleted just days before its grand-
opening in front of a crowd of offi -
cials, dignitaries, and the staff that 
provides the heart of the services.

Among the speakers at the event 
were Heart, Love & Soul Executive 
Director Mark Baetzhold, Niagara 
Falls Mayor Robert Restaino, Ni-
agara University President the Rev. 
James J. Maher and Sister Beth 
Brosmer, who retired in 2020 after 
serving for 11 years as executive 
director. 

The colorful mural that wraps 
around the building in the north 
end of Niagara Falls is intended as 
an artistic expression of the agen-
cy’s mission to bring hope and sup-
port to the people it serves.

Heart, Love & Soul provides a 
food pantry, daily hot meals, gro-
ceries, social care services and 
housing and outreach services.

Baetzhold said the organization’s 

mission to nourish people in need 
has touched thousands of lives 
since its founding in 1983. 

“We are indebted to our founders 
who grew the organization from its 
infancy at Sacred Heart Church, to 
the Sisters of St. Francis who guid-
ed the ministry for two decades, 
and to all the faithful volunteers 
and supporters who helped grow 
Heart Love & Soul into what it is 
today,” he said. “We look forward 
to continuing to serve the commu-
nity in new ways, but with the same 
spirit of love and welcome that has 
guided Heart, Love & Soul from its 

very beginning,” 
He noted that since its start, 

Heart, Love & Soul has expanded 
services and staff to carry out its 
mission of help and support.

One of the new ways that Heart, 
Love & Soul serves the commu-
nity is through the Daybreak pro-
gram in the Sr. Beth Brosmer Cen-
ter that opened in October 2020. 
The building is named after the 
longtime leader and houses a so-
cial care program offering a single 
point of access for housing, health 
and wellness, behavioral health, 
employment, education, legal and 

other services. 
“In only its fi rst two 

years, we have served 
more than 700 unique 
individuals, making 
an impact,” Baetzhold 
said.

He added that the or-
ganization has strived 
to welcome all its 
guests with dignity and 
respect.

“As we celebrate 40 
years of touching the 
community, we commit 
to continuing a legacy 
of service, trusting that 
every person touched 
by our work is mov-
ing toward a future of 
promise and hope,” 
Baetzhold said.

Congressman Brian 
Higgins said of Heart, Love & 
Soul, “The name says it all. For an 
incredible 40 years, this organiza-
tion has put heart, love and soul 
into serving the people of this com-
munity. Through this mission, led 
with compassion and intention, 
people’s lives have been forever 
changed for the better.”

For more information about 
Heart, Love & Soul, visit www.
heartloveandsoul.org.

Senior Contributing Writer Karen 
Carr Keefe contributed to this re-
port.

New roof completed at French Castle at Old Fort Niagara
Yellow cedar roof aids in preservation of 1726 building

The New York State Offi ce of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation, along with Old Fort Niag-
ara Association, on Friday revealed a new roof on 
the iconic French Castle, one of the oldest buildings 
on the Great Lakes. The French Castle, the oldest 
building on the Great Lakes, was built in 1726 and 
is also the oldest building in North America situated 
between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mis-
sissippi River. The $1.3 million project included the 
replacement of the yellow cedar roof at the French 
Castle, and the adjacent attached restroom building.

“A core part of our mission at New York State 
Parks is to protect and preserve the history of our 
state, and there may be no other site as important as 
Old Fort Niagara,” Niagara Region Director Mark 
V. Mistretta said. “It is always an honor and privilege 
to partner with the Old Fort Niagara Association to 
work on important projects like this one.” 

Old Fort Niagara Executive Director Robert Em-
erson said, “We are grateful to the New York State 
Offi ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
for prioritizing this project. Almost a century ago, 
local leaders formed the Old Fort Niagara Associa-
tion to save the French Castle from almost certain 
ruin. That tradition of stewardship continues today as 
our good friends at State Parks work to ensure that 
the fort’s historic buildings are preserved for future 
generations.” 

Associated work includes masonry repair and 
repointing of all chimneys, and installation of new 
chimney caps. The last roof on the French Castle was 
installed in the 1990s. 

This project was performed by ICC Common-

wealth of Buffalo and completes the fi rst phase of a 
project to restore three buildings at Old Fort Niaga-
ra. The next phase of work will involve masonry res-
toration on the French Castle and the North (1771) 
and South (1770) Redoubts. 

Funding for the projects comes from the New York 
State Offi ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation, the National Park Service (Department of the 
Interior), Parks & Trails New York, and the Niagara 
River Greenway.
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